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The earlier history—I might almost call it the pre-history of the
small magazines in America—has been ably and conscientiously
presented by Dr. René Taupin in his L’'Influence du Symbolisme
Frangais sur la Poesie Americaine (Paris: Champion, 1930); and
I may there leave it for specialists.

The active phase of the small magazine in America begins with
the founding of Miss Monroe’s magazine, Poetry, in Chicago in
1911. The significance of the small magazine has, obviously, noth-
ing to do with format. The significance of any work of art or litera-
ture is a root significance that goes down into its original motivation.
When this motivation is merely a desire for money or publicity, or
when this motivation is in great part such a desire for money direct-
ly or for publicity as a means indirectly of getting money, there oc-
curs a pervasive monotony in the product corresponding to the un-
derlying monotony in the motivation.

The public runs hither and thither with transitory pleasures and
underlying dissatisfactions; the specialists say: “This isn’t litera-
ture.” And a deal of vain discussion ensues.

The monotony in the product arises from the monotony in the
motivation.

During the ten or twenty years preceding 1912 the then-called
“better magazines” had failed lamentably and even offensively to
maintain intellectual life. They are supposed to have been “good”
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W.B. Yeats (1865-1939),
in‘bed with his cat




Those masterful images because complete
Grew in pure mind but out of what began?

A mound of refuse or the sweepings of a street,
Old kettles, old bottles, and a broken can,

Old iron, old bones, old rags, that raving slut
Who keeps the till. Now that my ladder's gone

| must lie down where all the ladders start

In the foul rag and bone shop of the heart.

William Butler Yeats, “The Circus Animals’
Desertion”



W.B. Yeats’s poem invokes the “old rags” sold
out of the “rag and bone shop” to stationers and
paper merchants, who (as Jerome McGann
notes) would reprocess them to make paper—

an obsolete economy of production by the time
Yeats published his poem (1939).



By 1844 Friedrich Gottlob Keller and Charles

Fenerty invented a machine which extracted the fibres
from wood (exactly as with rags) and made paper from
it. Charles Fenerty also bleached the pulp so that the
paper was white. This started a new era for paper
making. By the end of the 19th-century almost all
printers in the western world were using wood instead
of rags to make paper.



Paper costs fell from 20% of a book's cost in 1740 to 7% by
1910.

The 19t C invention of the steam-powered press also
greatly increased the speed of the printing process. Where
a printer circa 1600 using a hand-operated Gutenberg press
could produce a maximum of 240 pages in one hour, by the
early 1800s a steam-powered press could turn out 2,400 in
that same hour.

In 1847 an American inventor named Richard March Hoe
patented the rotary, or web press, which fed a continuous
sheet of paper around a cylinder. This method of printing,
still in use today, increased the number of pages printed to
as many as 1,000,000 per day.






The invention of hot metal or mechanical
typesetting, a method that injects lines of
molten type metal into a mold, resulting in slugs
used to press ink onto paper -- the typecasting
machine controlled by a keyboard or by a paper
tape -- reduced labour, since type sorts did not
need to be slotted into position manually, and
each casting created crisp new type for each
printing job. In the case of Linotype machines,
each line was cast as a robust continuous block
(hence “line o’type”) which was useful for rapid
newspaper printing.
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LAST POEMS AND TWO PLAYS
BY WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS.

THE CUALA PRESS
DUBLIN IRELAND
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ECHO
Lie down and die.

MAN

That were to shirk
The spiritual intellect’s great work
And shirk it in vain. There is no release
In a bodkin or disease,
Nor can there be a work so great
As that which cleans man’s dirty slate.
While man can still his body keep
Wine or love drug him to sleep,
Waking he thanks the Lord that he
Has body and its stupidity,
But body gone he sleeps no more,
And till his intellect grows sure
That all’s arranged in one clear view,
Pursues the thoughts that I pursue,
Then stands in judgment on his soul,
And, all work done, dismisses all
Out of intellect and sight
And sinks at last into the night.

ECHO
Into the night.

MAN

O rocky voice
28

Shall we in that great night rejoice?
What do we know but that we face
One another in this place?

But hush, for I have lost the theme,

I'ts joy or night seem but a dream;;

Up there some hawk or owl has struck,
Dropping out of sky or rock,

A stricken rabbit is crying out

And its cry distracts my thought.

THE CIRCUS ANIMAL’S DESERTION
I

I sought a theme and sought for it in vain,

I sought it daily for six weeks or so.

Maybe at last, being but a broken man;

I must be satisfied with my heart, although

Winter and summer till old age began

My circus animals were all on show,

Those stilted boys, that burnished chariot,

Lion and woman and the Lord knows what.

11
‘What can I but enumerate old themes,
First that sea-rider Oisin led by the nose

Through threeenchantedislands, allegorical dreams,

Vain gaiety, vain battle, vain repose,
Themes of the embittered heart, or so it seems,
29
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THE LOV FR TELLS OF THE RObE
| thmgs uncomd) and brokcn
All things worn out and old,
Thc cry of a child by the roadwa\
the creak of a lumbering cart,
The heavy steps of the ploughman, splashing the
wintry mould,
Are wronging your image that blossoms a rose in
the deeps of my heart.

The wrong of unshapely things is a wrong too great
to be told;
[ hunger to build them anew and sit on a green
knoll apart,
With the earth and the sky and the water, remade,
like a casket of gold

1
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NOTE BY WILLIAM MORRIS
ON HIS AIMS IN FOUNDING
THEKELMSCOTT PRESS &
BEGAN printing books with €3O
oA the hope of producing somewhich % v
would have a definite claim to GAR \
o] beauty, while at the same time :
they should be easy to read and
BN should notdazzletheeye, ortrous
ble the intellect of the reader by eccentri-
city of form in the letters. I have always
been agreat admirer of the calligraphy of
the Middle A ges, & of theearlier printing
which took its place. As to the fifteenth-

' century books, I had noticed that they
» werealwaysbeautiful by forceofthemere

. typography, even without the added or A48T <>
nament, with which many of them are TX)
so lavishly supplied. And it was the es- ~7£X %

sence of my undertakingto produce books
which it would bea pleasuretolook upon @
as pieces of printing and arrangement of
type. Lookingatmy adventure from this _
point of view then, I found I had to con-
sider chiefly the following things: the
paper, the f};rm of the type, the relative
spacing of the letters, the words, and the
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William Morris
(1834-1896)
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The British Library

Collections,

Discovering Literature:

Romantics &
Victorians, Fin de
siecle: Aestheticism
and decadence,
The Yellow Book



https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/aestheticism-and-decadence

John Lane
(1854-1925)
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Aubrey Beardsley
(1872-1898)
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UNDER THE HILIL:
AND OTIIER ESSAYS IN
PROSE AND VERSE BY
AUBREY BEARDSLEY
WITH ILLUSTRATIONS

JOHN LANE TLIE BODLEY TT1°AT) LONDON
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= THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD

April is dhe cruelest month, breeding | -

Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing ‘ |
Memory and desire, stirring 2y
Dull roots with spring rain.
Winter kept us warm, covering
Earth in forgetful snow, feeding
' A little life with dried tubers,
Summer surprised us, coming over the Starnbergersee
‘With a shower of rain; we stopped in the colonnade, ‘
And went on in sunlight, into the Hofgarten, 5
¢ And drank coffee, and talked for an hour. ‘
: Bin gar keine Russin, stamm’ aus Litauen, echt deutsch.
! And when we were children, staying at the archduke’s,
My cousin’s, he took me out on a sled,
‘And I was frightencd. He said, Marie, '
Marie, hold on tight. And down we went. X
In the mountains, there you feel free. S0
I ., ' 7’ a
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1890—The period from 1880 to 1890 was one of
rapid expansion. More tkan 70,300 miles of new lines
were opened in that decade, bringing the total net-

work up to 163,597 miles. By 1890, several trunk line
railroads extended to the Pacific. In thirty years
from 1860 to 1890, the total mileage of the region west of the Mississippi River increased from 2,175 to 72,389, and the

population of that area increased fourfold.
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The ENGLISH JOURNAL

Vol. XIX NOVEMBER 1930 No.g

SMALL MAGAZINES
EZRA POUND

I

The earlier history—I might almost call it the pre-history of the
small magazines in America—has been ably and conscientiously
presented by Dr. René Taupin in his L’'Influence du Symbolisme
Frangais sur la Poesie Americaine (Paris: Champion, 1930); and
I may there leave it for specialists.

The active phase of the small magazine in America begins with
the founding of Miss Monroe’s magazine, Poetry, in Chicago in
1911. The significance of the small magazine has, obviously, noth-
ing to do with format. The significance of any work of art or litera-
ture is a root significance that goes down into its original motivation.
When this motivation is merely a desire for money or publicity, or
when this motivation is in great part such a desire for money direct-
ly or for publicity as a means indirectly of getting money, there oc-
curs a pervasive monotony in the product corresponding to the un-
derlying monotony in the motivation.

The public runs hither and thither with transitory pleasures and
underlying dissatisfactions; the specialists say: ‘“This isn’t litera-
ture.” And a deal of vain discussion ensues.

The monotony in the product arises from the monotony in the
motivation.

During the ten or twenty years preceding 1912 the then-called
“better magazines” had failed lamentably and even offensively to
maintain intellectual life. They are supposed to have been “good”

689

(Ezra Pound, 1885-1972)
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Ezra Pound, The Exile (1927-1928)
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CURSE ITS CLIMATE FOR ITS SINS AND INFECTIONS

DISMAL SYMBOL, SET round our bodies,
of effeminate lout within.

VICTORIAN VAMPIRE, the LONDON cloud sucks
the TOWN'S heart.

A 1000 MILE LONG, 2 KILOMETER Deep

BODY OF WATER even, is pushed against us
from the Fleridas, TO MAKE US MILD.

OFFICIOUS MOUNTAINS keep back DRASTIC WINDS

S0 MUCH VAST MACHINERY TO PRODUGE

THE CURATE of “Eltham”
BRITANNIC AESTHETE
WILD NATURE CRANK
DOMESTICATED
POLICEMAN

LONDON COLISEUM

SOCIALIST-PLAYWRIGHT
DALY'S MUSICAL COMEDY
GAIETY CHORUS GIRL
TONKS




SRRRRRLANL Y || ¢
. L 5
RRLLLLLTLY =

7 '.’,}
.' .2: ‘l,r’
0 ;/l'
X3 o/
.
s ' : , )




EITTLE REVIEWR

CONFESSIONS
AND LETTERS

MORE THAN FIFTY OF THE
FOREMOST MEN IN THl‘
ARTS TELL THE TRUTH
ABOUT THEMSELVES
IN THIS NUMBER

PHOTOGRAPHS

'POET

- LI'TERATURE

:
ARCHITECTURE f
MACHINERY
L 3 ?
- THEATRE
- cm'rlclsm CINEMA
; ‘d

; QOULPTURE

v
(R



The Crisis (1910)
W.E.B. Du Bois
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Harriet Monroe
(1860-1936)




Poetry: A Magazine of Verse (1912)
Harriet Monroe
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POETRY: 4 Magazine of Verse

I come to you as a grown child

Who has had a pig-headed father;

I am old enough now to make friends.
It was you that broke the new wood,
Now is a time for carving.

We have one sap and one root—

Let there be commerce between us.

IN A STATION OF THE METRO

The apparition  of these faces in the crowd :

Petals on a wet, black bough .
Ezra Pound
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Mina Loy
(1882-1966)




506 THE PLAYER QUEEN

DECIMA: Are all here my faithful servants?
BisHOP: All, Your Majesty.

DECIMA: All?

PRIME MINISTER (bowing low): All, Your Majesty.
DECIMA (singing):

She pulled the thread, and bit the thread
And made the golden gown.

Hand me that plate of lobster and that bottle of wine. While I am eating
I will have a good look at my new man.
(The plate and bottle of wine are handed to her. The bray of a donkey
is heard and the Old Beggar is dragged in amid the hoots of the mob.)

BIsHOP: At last we have found this impostor out. He has been accepted by
the whole nation as if he were the Voice of God. As if the crown could
not be settled firmly on any head without his help. It's plain that he has
been in league with the conspirators, and believed that Your Majesty had
been killed. He is keeping it up still. Look at his glassy eye. But his
madman airs won’t help him now.

PRIME MINISTER (shaking Septimus): Do you understand that there has
been a miracle, that God or the Fiend has spoken, and that the Crown is
on her head for good, that fate has brayed on that man’s lips. (A4loud)
We will hang him in the morning.

SEPTIMUS: She is my wife.

PRIME MINISTER: The Crown has changed and there is no help for it.
Sleep of Adam, I must have that woman for wife. The Oracle has settled
that. (T akes Septimus away to prison.)

SEPTIMUS: She is my wife, she is my bad, flighty wife.

PRIME MINISTER: Seize this man. He has been whispering slanders against
Her Majesty. Cast him beyond the borders of the Kingdom and find the
company of players he belongs to. They also are banished and must not
return on pain of death. Now, my Lord Bishop, I am ready.

DECIMA (singing):

She wept because she had dreamt that I
Was born to wear a crown. * ~

(She flings the lobster’s claw at the Prime Minister.) Come—crack that
claw.

CURTAIN

BRANCUSI'S GOLDEN BIRD

BY MINA LOY

The toy
become the aesthetic archetype

As if

some patient peasant God
had rubbed and rubbed
the Alpha and Omega

of Form

into a lump of metal

A naked orientation

unwinged unplumed
—the ultimate rhythm

has lopped the extremities

of crest and claw

from

the nucleus of flight

The absolute act

of art

conformed

to continent sculpture

—Dbare as the brow of Osiris—-
this breast of revelation

an incandescent curve
licked by chromatic flames
in labyrinths of reflections

This gong
of polished hyperaesthesia
shrills with brass



BRANCUSI’'S GOLDEN BIRD

as the agressive light
strikes
its significance

The immaculate
conception

of the inaudible bird
oceurs

in gorgeous reticence

Courtesy of John Quinn

ONSTANTIN BRANCUSI
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amily. talked with many of the
Negroes, just as I did with the white people,
and it was difficult to realize that they were
of a race generally regarded as “inferior.”
That they were such had never seemed to
occur to them. At the same time, there
was none of that self-conscious effort to

establish recognition of their equality one

tion. ere are ose who wi ee a
the state lost a great and singular oppor-
tunity to become the centre for the spread-
ing of a more enlightened sentiment and
policy through the country at large, and
who will regret the passing, in the moun-
tains themselves, of an attitude almost
idyllic in its naturalness and simplicity.

T
THE NEGRO SPEAKS OF RIVERS

) 5%

"VE known rivers:
I’ve known rivers ancient as the world
and older than the flow of human blood
in human veins.

My soul has grown deep like the rivers.

I bathed in the Euphrates when dawns were

young.
I built my hut near the Congo and it lulled

me to sleep.

LANGSTON HUGHES

L)

I looked upon the Nile and raised the pyra-

mids above it.

I heard the singing of the Mississippi when
Abe Lincoln went down to New Orleans,
and I’ve seen its muddy bosom turn all
golden in the sunset.

I've known rivers;
Ancient, dusky rivers.

My soul has grown deep like the rivers,

Men of the Month.

SAAD ZAGHLUL PASHA has just had
triumphant entry into Egypt. He is the
head of the'delegation which is asking inde-
pendence for Egypt. When he tried to go
to the Peace Conference he was interned by
the British Government but finally released.
Work ng with the Milner Committee he
afterward helped draft a new basis of un-
derstanding between England and Egypt
which involved the acknowledgment of
Egyptian independence. This treaty Eng-
land has not yet accepted. Meantime
Zaghlul has returned to Egypt and been

y n recedented

the higher education of the Negroes. The
new Lincoln University will be ruled by a
board consisting of four Negroes and four
white men over whom the Superintendent of
Education will preside. In addition to this an
inspector of Negro schools is provided for,
and county schools for Negroes and whites
will receive the same appropriations. Mr.
Moore’s election and success is due largely to
the preliminary work of the Citizens Liberty
League organized in December, 1919.

MISS KATHLEEN P. HOWARD was
born in 1899 in Birmingham, Alabama,
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T.S. Eliot (1888-1965)
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PARTISAN REVIEW IN A COFFEE POT

A Bi-Monthly of Revolutionary Literature
Published by the John Reed Club of New York
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EDITORIAL STATEMENT Drinking my coffee slowly, absorbed, alone.
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I brood upon myself. I rot
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The Objectivists:
Charles Reznikoff
Louis Zukofsky
George Oppen

To Publishers
The Objectivist Press
1931 Objectivist Issue of Poetry
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First use of the
term ‘weblog’
by Jorn Barger
(later shortened
to ‘blog’)

Neat n 1998)
Robot Wisdom Weblog for December 1997

Mon, Dec 29, 1997 (New Moon)
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| Allen Grayham
@grayhamsays
Pineapple on pizza: bliss or

abomination? I'm leaning
towards atrocity.

3:51PM - 8/28/20 - Twitter for iPhone

0 Retweets and 1 comment 1 Like

D1 n Q1

Katie O. @kay tee_oh - 53m
The only fruit on pizza should be
a tomato.
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~ Akilah Hughes &
Akl ' 2+ Follow
@AkilahObviously

| need a playlist for when | deeply consider
going to the gym but then don't.
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