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(Ezra Pound, 1913)



W.B. Yeats (1865-1939), 
in bed with his cat



Those masterful images because complete 
Grew in pure mind but out of what began? 
A mound of refuse or the sweepings of a street, 
Old kettles, old bottles, and a broken can, 
Old iron, old bones, old rags, that raving slut 
Who keeps the till. Now that my ladder's gone 
I must lie down where all the ladders start 
In the foul rag and bone shop of the heart.

William Butler Yeats, “The Circus Animals’ 
Desertion” 



W.B. Yeats’s poem invokes the “old rags” sold 
out of the “rag and bone shop” to stationers and 
paper merchants, who (as Jerome McGann 
notes) would reprocess them to make paper—
an obsolete economy of production by the time 
Yeats published his poem (1939). 



By 1844 Friedrich Gottlob Keller and Charles 
Fenerty invented a machine which extracted the fibres
from wood (exactly as with rags) and made paper from 
it. Charles Fenerty also bleached the pulp so that the 
paper was white. This started a new era for paper 
making. By the end of the 19th-century almost all 
printers in the western world were using wood instead 
of rags to make paper. 



Paper costs fell from 20% of a book's cost in 1740 to 7% by 
1910. 

The 19th C invention of the steam-powered press also 
greatly increased the speed of the printing process. Where 
a printer circa 1600 using a hand-operated Gutenberg press 
could produce a maximum of 240 pages in one hour, by the 
early 1800s a steam-powered press could turn out 2,400 in 
that same hour. 

In 1847 an American inventor named Richard March Hoe 
patented the rotary, or web press, which fed a continuous 
sheet of paper around a cylinder. This method of printing, 
still in use today, increased the number of pages printed to 
as many as 1,000,000 per day.





The invention of hot metal or mechanical 
typesetting, a method that injects lines of 
molten type metal into a mold, resulting in slugs 
used to press ink onto paper -- the typecasting 
machine controlled by a keyboard or by a paper 
tape -- reduced labour, since type sorts did not 
need to be slotted into position manually, and 
each casting created crisp new type for each 
printing job. In the case of Linotype machines, 
each line was cast as a robust continuous block 
(hence “line o’type”) which was useful for rapid 
newspaper printing.



















William Morris 
(1834-1896)







The British Library 
Collections, 
Discovering Literature: 
Romantics & 
Victorians, Fin de 
siècle: Aestheticism 
and decadence, 
The Yellow Book  

https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/aestheticism-and-decadence


John Lane 
(1854-1925)





Aubrey Beardsley
(1872-1898)





































(Ezra Pound, 1885-1972)

















Ezra Pound, The Exile (1927-1928)





Elsa von Freytag Loringhoven
(1874-1927)





The Russian Avant-Garde (1910-1934)

http://ilikeoldthings.blogspot.co.uk/2008/06/russian-avant-garde-book-1910-1934.html


Dada (1916-1923) 











The Crisis (1910) 
W.E.B. Du Bois



The Masses (1911-1917)



W.E.B. Du Bois (1868-1963)



Claude McKay with Max Eastman, 1923)





Harriet Monroe 
(1860-1936)



Poetry: A Magazine of Verse (1912) 
Harriet Monroe 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet/2014/05/poetry-northernsouthern-border-part-i/








Mina Loy 
(1882-1966)







Langston Hughes 
(1901-1967)











T.S. Eliot (1888-1965) 











The Objectivists: 
Charles Reznikoff

Louis Zukofsky
George Oppen

To Publishers 
The Objectivist Press

1931 Objectivist Issue of Poetry



Robert Duncan, Charles Reznikoff, George Oppen, and Carl Rakosi



First use of the 
term ‘weblog’ 
by Jorn Barger 
(later shortened 
to ‘blog’)











Modernist Journals Project

https://modjourn.org/journal/

