
The Mimeo Revolution

Small Press Publishing 



William Blake (1793) 



Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass (1855)



Emily Dickinson







The Russian Avant-Garde (1910-1934)

http://ilikeoldthings.blogspot.co.uk/2008/06/russian-avant-garde-book-1910-1934.html


Dada (1916-1923) 







The Mimeo Revolution

http://mimeomimeo.blogspot.co.uk/


Mimeograph Machine Gestetner Duplicator Stock Footage

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9sKx-LHR1I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LyOVzyis2UQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFIUm0DWA74


Groupings: 

Black Mountain 

San Francisco Renaissance 

Beat Generation 

New York Poets



Black Mountain College (1933-1956)



Robert Creeley and Dan Rice at Black Mountain College, 1955. 
Photograph by Jonathan Williams



Origin (1951-1984)
Cid Corman



The Jargon Society (1951)
Jonathan Williams 

http://jacketmagazine.com/38/jwd02-schlesinger.shtml


Jonathan Williams



Divers Press (1953-1955)
Robert Creeley



Robert Creeley, Mallorca (early 1950s) 



Often I Am Permitted to Return to a Meadow

as if it were a scene made-up by the mind,
that is not mine, but is a made place,

that is mine, it is so near to the heart,
an eternal pasture folded in all thought
so that there is a hall therein

that is a made place, created by light
wherefrom the shadows that are forms fall.

Wherefrom fall all architectures I am
I say are likenesses of the First Beloved
whose flowers are flames lit to the Lady.

She it is Queen Under The Hill
whose hosts are a disturbance of words within words
that is a field folded.

It is only a dream of the grass blowing
east against the source of the sun
in an hour before the sun’s going down

whose secret we see in a children’s game
of ring a round of roses told.

Often I am permitted to return to a meadow
as if it were a given property of the mind
that certain bounds hold against chaos,

that is a place of first permission,
everlasting omen of what is.

https://media.sas.upenn.edu/pennsound/authors/Duncan/Berk-Conf-1965/Duncan-Robert_01_Often-I-am-Permitted_Berkeley-CA_1965.mp3


The Beats
City Lights Books (1953) 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkNp56UZax4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkNp56UZax4




The Evergreen Review (1957-1973)



The New York School 
Tibor de Nagy 

Frank O’Hara, Oranges (1953)



Frank O’Hara



Wallace Berman, Semina (1955-1964)

https://fromasecretlocation.com/semina/




Bernadette Mayer, Midwinter Day [1978],
Turtle Island Foundation, 1982 Clark Coolidge, Polaroid, Big Sky Books, 1975

“Language” writing



Leroi Jones (Amiri Baraka) and Diane DiPrima, 1960



The Floating Bear, LeRoi Jones, Diane 
DiPrima (1961-1971)

http://realitystudio.org/bibliographic-bunker/floating-bear-archive/


From A Secret Location

https://fromasecretlocation.com/


William Everson, The Untide (1943) 



William
Everson

working the
press in 

Waldport



1945



San Francisco Renaissance (1943)

William Everson 
Robert Duncan 

Jack Spicer
Stan Persky

Donald Allen 

White Rabbit Press 
Auerhahn Press 

Four Seasons Foundation 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/article/182592


Jack Spicer, second from left, with members of the staff of the Poetry Center at San 
Francisco State College in 1957: Ida Hodes, Ruth Witt-Diamant and Robert Duncan



Berkeley Renaissance 
Jack Spicer, J (1959)  

Stan Persky, Open Space (1964) 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/article/182592
http://mimeomimeo.blogspot.co.uk/2011/01/something-you-dont-see-everyday.html


Yugen LeRoi Jones, Hettie Cohen 
(1958-1962)

http://realitystudio.org/bibliographic-bunker/yugen/




Black Sparrow Press (1966)

https://fromasecretlocation.com/black-sparrow-press/


Gary Snyder, “Four Changes” (1969) 
& ecological activism



Ethnopoetics/ Deep Image 
Alcheringa (1970-1980)

Jerome Rothenberg, Dennis Tedlock



IO (1965-1986) 
Richard Grossinger and Lindy Hough 



New York School, 2nd Gen. 

The White Dove Review 
Ron Padgett (1959) 

Fuck You, A Magazine of the Arts
Ed Sanders (1962) 

“C” Press 
Ted Berrigan (1963)  





Mother
Angel Hair
The World

(St. Mark’s Poetry Project)
Lines (Aram Saroyan)









Ted Berrigan



Kulchur
0 to 9

Adventures in Poetry / Big Sky 
Telephone (Maureen Owen)

Dodgems (Eileen Myles) 



Eileen Myles





Bernadette Mayer, 1971



North Atlantic 
United Artists 





Tottel’s
This 

L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E 
(200 subscribers) 

Vort
The Difficulties 
Poetics Journal 



Robert Grenier, Sentences (1978)

http://www.whalecloth.org/grenier/sentences_.htm


Roof Books 
Sun & Moon 
The Figures 

Tuumba



Women’s Writing

HOW(ever) (1983)
Kathleen Fraser 

http://www.asu.edu/pipercwcenter/how2journal/archive/print_archive/


African American Writing

Callaloo (1976) 
Charles Henry Rowell

Umbra Poets (1962) 
Hambone (1974) 

Nathaniel Mackey 

The Yardbird Reader (1978) 
Ishmael Reed, Al Young



Nathaniel Mackey





SDS/ Students for a Democratic Society 



A Students for a Democratic Society national council meeting in 
Bloomington, Ind., in 1963. Tom. Hayden is at far left



SDS Discussion Bulletin

http://archive.lib.msu.edu/AFS/dmc/radicalism/public/all/sdsbulletin/ALZ-2.pdf


SDS Bulletin, May 1965 

Archive

http://archive.lib.msu.edu/AFS/dmc/radicalism/public/all/sdsbulletin/ALZ-4.pdf
http://www.sds-1960s.org/SDS-Bulletin.htm

