
Small Press Publishing
A Brief History of DIY and “Self-” 

Publishing 



DIY “punk” aesthetic



Records lost in (cyber) space

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHIb8Psq9cA


Ben Franklin, Poor Richard’s Almanack
(1732-1758)



Jane Austen, 
Sense and Sensibility 

(London: Egerton, 1811) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWI-vBtuefI


William Blake (1793) 



Blake’s method of “relief etching,” as recounted in The 
Marriage of Heaven and Hell – “printing in the infernal 

method, by corrosives” 

“Using quill pens, brushes, and an ‘ink’ impervious to 
nitric acid, he executed the design directly on a copper 

plate, writing text backward and adorning it with 
images; he then etched the plate in acid to bite the 

unprotected metal down, thereby leaving the design in 
printable relief.” 

– Joseph Viscomi, “Blake’s Invention of Illuminated 
Printing, 1788” 





“Using his technical training as a professional engraver, 
Blake found a way in which to reproduce his writings 

and designs and print them together: without the need 
to involve a publisher to organise and oversee 

production; a letterpress printer to print his text; or, a 
rolling-press workshop to print his engraved designs. As 

a result of his innovation, Blake became entirely 
responsible, not only for the creation of his works, but 

also for their reproduction and publication.” 

– Michael Phillips, “Printing in the infernal method”: 
William Blake’s method of “Illuminated Printing”



Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass (1855)



Marcel Proust, 
Du Côté de Chez Swann (Swann’s Way), 1913 



Virginia and Leonard Woolf, 
Hogarth Press (1917-1946) 

https://wayback.archive-it.org/10305/20180410210432/http://www.lib.udel.edu/ud/spec/exhibits/hogarth/byhand.htm










The Russian Avant-Garde (1910-1934)

http://ilikeoldthings.blogspot.co.uk/2008/06/russian-avant-garde-book-1910-1934.html


Dada (1916-1923) 



Ezra Pound, A Lume Spento (1908)



William Carlos Williams, Poems (1909) 
Gertrude Stein, Three Lives (1909)



The Chapbook

http://jacketmagazine.com/34/gordon-chapbooks.shtml

